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calan nation to join him for the overthrow of the Aztecs. What
Montezuma had feared had taken place; Cortes was now the
leader of a major civil war in Mexico.
The Spaniards marched on to Choiula and were welcomed
there; the Cholula nation had invited them to come. Cortes
wrote that Cholula contained twenty thousand buildings within
its walls. Now we come to the first deed of startling monstrous-
ness on the part of Cortes.
To the great square of Cholula he invited the headmen of the
Cholulan nation.
They came and brought, not armed warriors, but tamanes and
numerous retainers, totaling several thousand. Cortes' armored
men with their cannons, crossbows, arquebuses, horses, were
posted invisibly around the square. The signal for the onset was
to be the firing of an arquebus; and by secret prearrangement,
the Tlascanan army was to assault Cholula at the instant when
Cortes started the massacre. The arquebus was fired; what had
been so carefully planned followed. Amid the thousands of
dead, the Spaniards looted the city.
None but the Spaniards themselves have told the Cholula
tale. Their chroniclers assert that Marina had gained informa-
tion that a plot to exterminate the Spaniards was being carried
forward, under Montezuma's instruction, and they assert that
some of the Cholula headmen confessed it before they were
massacred. Many times thereafter the Spaniards were to sanc-
tion monstrous deeds by alleging that plots were being hatched
against them. Thus they sanctioned the mock trial and murder
of the last Inca emperor, the murder of the last Aztec emperor,
and the massacre in Tenochtitlan. In the particular case of
Cholula. Cortes' real motive probably was strategical and politi-
cal. Through a sudden and frightful deed, he sought to paralyze
the Aztec will.
The Spaniards entered Tenochtitlan, the Aztec capital, the
Mexico City of today. Montezuma received them as the am-
bassadors of a great monarch overseas. He housed and enter-
tained them royally, and gave them the freedom of the city.
Then Cortes forcibly abducted Montezuma, and applied to his
royal prisoner-host that Spanish epithet, "dog," which in the
Laws of Burgos in 1512 the Spaniards had been forbidden to
use toward Indians. The psychological torture which followed
, was a coldly ruthless, calculating, cumulative murder of a per-
sonality.
At Vera Cruz, where Cortes had left a garrison, two Spaniards
were slain, treacherously, by the Aztec headman, Quauhpopoca,